What is the difference between a critique and an edit? How do I know which I need?

With an edit, your editor will read through material at least twice; with a critique, she will only go through it once. (See "Critiques" for more information on critiques.) An edit is more thorough, but makes fewer comments on your writing quality; it focuses on making this particular story or book better, not on making you a better writer. If you already know that you want to self-publish, then you probably want an edit and not just a critique. If a publisher has expressed interest in your book but wants you to clean it up a bit first, then you might need an edit. 

But notice that you will still probably need to answer some questions about the material, and do a little more work on it, after editing is complete. Your editor may make notes such as “We really need more background on this—why do these two boys hate each other?” or “I don’t understand this last sentence.” There are some things only an author can fix.

