What is the difference between a critique and an edit? How do I know which I need?

If you want an evaluation of your current skill level and your writing, what works and what doesn’t, in order to improve, then it’s a critique you’re looking for. A critique includes a “light edit,” with attention paid to errors you make consistently. But its real purpose is pointing out your strengths and weaknesses, as well as helping you understand the marketplace for which you are writing. 

With an edit, your editor will read through material at least twice; with a critique, she will only go through it once. An edit is more thorough, but makes fewer comments on your writing quality; it focuses on making this particular story or book better, not on making you a better writer. If you already know that you want to self-publish, then you probably want an edit and not just a critique. If a publisher has expressed interest in your book but wants you to clean it up a bit first, then you might need an edit. 

