Critique FAQs
How can a critique help me?
An editor can take a book and make it better, by giving an outside, expert reading, and in the process help you see your repeated errors. Authors often make mistakes that editors can correct: repetition, leaving out important information, and giving incorrect information, to name just a few. And an editor will do the obvious corrections of fixing bad grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Note that a critique only includes a light edit (one reading), not a full edit. Does My Editor guarantee an error-free book? No, but we do our best, and we have an eye for detail.

 

Is it better to get critiques done on computer or on hard copy?
My Editor does critiques on hard copy, because the main purpose of a critique is for you to have your writing style and content judged by an expert. With a critique on hard copy, you can easily see your recurring mistakes, as well as some ways to fix them. Edits are generally done on the computer so that the final version is clean.

 

What is the difference between a critique and an edit? How do I know which I need?
If you want an evaluation of your current skill level and your writing, what works and what doesn’t, in order to improve, then it’s a critique you’re looking for. A critique includes a “light edit,” with attention paid to errors you make consistently. But its real purpose is pointing out your strengths and weaknesses, as well as helping you understand the marketplace for which you are writing. 

With an edit, your editor will read through material at least twice; with a critique, she will only go through it once. An edit is more thorough, but makes fewer comments on your writing quality; it focuses on making this particular story or book better, not on making you a better writer. If you already know that you want to self-publish, then you probably want an edit and not just a critique. If a publisher has expressed interest in your book but wants you to clean it up a bit first, then you might need an edit. 

 

What kinds of comments will My Editor make if I send you a book to critique?
Obviously it depends mostly on what kind of comments your book needs, but the kinds of notes My Editor makes include: telling you what works in your writing, pointing out your consistent writing errors (using passive voice, capitalizing too many words, using too many long paragraphs, lack of clarity, etc.), noting inconsistencies that your editor sees (such as changing the spelling of a character’s name or changing other details halfway through), noting factual errors, pointing out places that a Christian publisher won’t like (swear words, for instance), and noting mistakes of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

 

Why do you list prices for only part of a book, when it comes to critiquing nonfiction? I’d like you to critique my whole book.
This is to save you money. After two or three chapters of nonfiction, an editor is usually not making many comments that weren’t already made in the first few pages. If you are capitalizing a word that shouldn’t be capitalized, for instance, it won’t help you much to have an editor mark it 500 times. She can mark it once or twice, and you can correct it in the whole computer manuscript. Fiction is different, because later chapters might make errors of plot or characterization. Biography and other forms of narrative-based nonfiction can also be different, so contact My Editor if you think it would be beneficial for you if your editor sees your entire nonfiction book. 

 

Why does nonfiction cost a little more than fiction?
It’s generally a little harder to do. An editor usually has to do some fact-checking with nonfiction, and it’s slower reading. Thus My Editor charges a bit more.

 

What kinds of books do you turn down?
My Editor doesn’t edit poetry or picture books, having had no training or experience in those genres, nor do we edit heavily academic work. If you would like a critique on a picture book or an academic text, ask, but be aware of the lesser experience offered. We edit books from a Christian worldview, whether or not they’re explicitly Christian, but will refuse books that aren’t a good match or that would be R rated if they were in movie form. We have very little experience in genre fiction (that’s books such as romances, Westerns, and mystery stories), so we'd want to look at a sample first and let you know if we have an editor who could do a good job with such work. But My Editor has edited a wide range of fiction and nonfiction, books for adults, teens, and children.

 

How long will you take to critique my book or story?
Usually a critique is completed within two weeks from the time we receive it. A long book may take three weeks, but editors try to finish within two weeks. 

 

How do I send you a manuscript to critique?
If you want a book critiqued, e-mail My.Editor@juno.com. Once you have been assigned to an editor, she will give you further instructions on where to mail the manuscript and your check. When you send the manuscript, you are welcome to include a short letter about your particular questions or concerns and any current plans you have for the manuscript (e.g., self-publishing). 

Note: If an e-mail with attachments comes through and My Editor didn’t know it was coming, it may be treated as spam. Please send a preliminary e-mail and wait for your editor to reply before sending the full manuscript.

 

Will you suggest a publisher for my book or write notes to a publisher for me?
Usually the best My Editor can do is tell you some hints on finding a publisher. Unfortunately, very few publishers today even look at books written by someone they don’t know. Most publishers want to accept books only from agents—and an unpublished author can’t usually get a good agent. 

Attending writers conferences and meeting editors there, sending your book to a publisher you know, or having an author who knows you recommend the book to his publisher are all ways of getting your book considered by a publisher. Publishing articles and getting your name known, and doing public speaking, are also ways of building an audience for your book, which will help get a publisher interested in looking at it. But if your critiquing editor thinks your book is ready to be published, she will try to give you some ideas on looking for a publisher.

 

What is the most important thing you can do for me, if I ask you to critique or edit my book?
A professional editor can see things that you can’t see because you’re too close to the material. She can see where you have forgotten to mention important information, have assumed the reader knows material he may not know, or have expressed something unclearly. She can see where you’ve repeated yourself, and can correct errors of grammar and look for factual errors. An editor cannot guarantee publication, and cannot guarantee that she’ll catch every error in your manuscript. But an editor can improve your manuscript and can work with you to improve your writing. Contact My Editor if this sounds good.

